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BBC/AACORN 


COMPUTER USER GROUP NZ (Inc) 


EDITORIAL 


At last, another Beeblet is almost ready for the printers. 


Since the last issue, in March, many members have received a telephone call from 
Don McDonald seeking contributions to the magazine. This was an attempt to 
follow up interests noted on membership forms. Some members had indicated that 
they may be able to contribute. Others may have responded to a personal approach. 


Unfortunately the only positive responses have come from those who have been 
regular contributors in the past. 


Despite this, it was interesting to learn what some members were doing with their 
computers. The fact that membership has been automatically extended over several 
years means that we don't have the regular update of information from membership 
renewals. A number of members have moved on to other machines or other 
interests but others are still busy with the varieties of BBC. 


One member is busy writing books on her BBC. That leaves little time for Beeblet 
articles. Another is busy on a spreadsheet for blind users. 


Thanks to Llew Amon, Dunedin, John Andrew, Wellington, Anne Squire, 
Edgecumbe and Tony Wright, Wellington for their contributions. There is 
something for both the 8 bit and 32 bit machines. 


Unfortunately for those with 8 bit machines, most news seems to be for the 
Archimedes. This is perhaps a fact of life. There is more challenge in producing 
hardware and software for the newer machine. However this is also a challenge to 
those with a continuing interest in the BBC and Electron machines to let me know of 
any items which may interest other users. 


Llew Amon has suggested that we produce a comparative survey of what you get 
for your money for the currently available machines. I hope this can be done for the 
next issue, planned to appear before Christmas. 


I must apologise that the March issue did not appear as it was really intended. The 
pink card should have been the real cover with a mailing outer. Due to other 
problems, this was actually the first time for a while that we had asked the printers 
to do the mailer. Our trusty Membership Officer, Alex Carr, had produced and 
attached these for several issues. Hopefully we will get it right this time. 


Thanks to Alex who sees that you all get your copy. Thanks also to Don McDonald 
for his efforts in seeking copy for the magazine. 


Happy Computing, 
Colin Scarf 
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DO WE HAVE A FUTURE? 


by LES. Amon, Dunedin. 


This topic was on the agenda for the AGM of the Group some time ago. At that time 
I wrote the first version of this article, but only those at the AGM got the opportunity 
to react to the ideas. Since then only one Beeblet has appeared without an article by 
me. 


For me, Beeblet is the only reason for belonging to the group. If Beeblet folds, 
then my interest in the group goes with it. However, Roger Gonin and I seem to be 
almost the only ones still writing for it. We both have Masters, but where have all 
the Archimedes owners gone? There have been very few Archimedes articles in 
Beeblet. Why? I think I know the answer. 


Like it or not, the emulators available for the Archimedes make the MS-DOS market 
the place offering the greatest range of software that will run on the Archimedes. 
Quality of hardware regardless, quantity and variety of software will carry the day. 


What can we do? We cannot beat them, so perhaps we should consider joining 
them! 


My suggestion is that we try to carve a niche for ourselves as magazine publishers in 
the MS-DOS (and BBC) hobby and perhaps educational markets. This would not 
mean not publishing any Model B, Electron & Master articles that are submitted 
(and [ still have a few ideas), but it would mean widening the scope of the magazine 
and society to accept a brief for other MS-DOS machines, providing the end-use was 
educational or recreational. Leave the business, administrative and scientific stuff to 
those who are already doing it. 


Sooner or later the old Model Bs, Electrons & Masters are going to start failing in 
ways that are uneconomic to fix, and when that happens the group will fold if it has 
not found a new constituency. Perhaps it is already too late. On the other hand, we 
could try to widen the base a bit and survive by adapting. Does anyone have the 
energy to do a bit of recruiting? 


Emulators for MS-DOS are now available on the Macintosh SE/30, Macintosh H, 
Amiga 2000, the later Ataris and various Archimedes. This seems to be where the 
common ground lies for the immediate future. What do YOU think? 


(This was raised at the 1990 AGM and only discussed at the meeting as indicated. The 
committee would very much welcome a response to the challenge issued. This could be as a 
“Letter to the Editor” (which the above effectively is) or, if you don’t wish to have your views 
published, a letter to the committee. - Editor) 


September 1991 BEEBLET page 3 


ACORN NEWS 


A recent visitor to the Wellington User Group was David Hunter, Acorn NZ's 
Technical Manager. He was able to pass on some information about current 
products. During discussion he was able to demonstrate that Acorn had improved 
NZ pricing to the extent that some items were cheaper than in the UK. This has been 
made possible by using some local sources rather than having the same items 
coming via the UK just to have a Acorn badge attached. It does pay to check with 
your local dealer. The common perception that it is cheaper to import your own 
items may not be true. 


This pricing advantage is not always possible for third party hardware and software 
which dealers import as they often cannot get much better prices than you or L. 
However Acom are also handling some third party products. By using Acorn UK's 
purchasing power they can get some better deals. There are also some locally 
produced products available at good prices from dealers. Below are details of some 
products. Other information is scattered through the magazine. 


An updated list of dealers is on page 35. 


HARDWARE PRICES 


There have been some encouraging moves in the price of the Archimedes range and 
associated hardware. Currently the Archimedes 420/1 is being offered at the same 
price as the mode! 410/1 used to be (including colour monitor $3995 + GST). The 
440/1 has also been reduced in price (now $5292 + GST) and the hard disk upgraded 
toa 52 MB SCSI 


Memory prices have stayed down with some competition at the 1 MB level. Acorn 
prices at $199, for the 400 series, and $225, for the A3000 seem to be the cheapest 
(both + GST). 


Electronic Group of Auckland are producing a range of Archimedes expansion 
products which are available from dealers. A 4 MB memory expansion board is 
available for the A3000 at $895 + GST. This replaces a 1 MB board, if you already 
have the expansion to 2 MB. In this case your dealer may be prepared to discuss a 
trade in. 


Other products are promised to parallel those available from UK sources. Watch for 
further details. 


Keep in touch with your local dealer, particularly if you are thinking of upgrading. 
There are often special deals available for limited periods. 
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A3000 HARD DISC 


An Auckland firm has produced an external 52 MB SCSI drive, also available 
through your dealer. The complete unit, including interface and power supply, is 
priced at $1450 + GST. A few months ago a 20 MB version was selling at $1995 + 
GST. 


PC EMULATOR 1.60 UPGRADE 


Acorn has released a new version of the PC Emulator, version 1.60, which is easier to 
use and incorporates extra features. It now runs from and returns to the RISC OS 
desktop, leaving all your current applications and data intact. 


'MultiFS, licensed from ARXE Systems, is included. This allows you to copy, delete 
and drag the DOS files as if they were RISC OS files. 


There is support for standard PX CD-ROMs, a mouse driver which enables you to 
use the mouse as if it were a Microsoft Bus mouse and emulation of the Intel 8087 
maths co-processor to speed up floating point operations. 


For systems that have 2 MB of RAM or more there are additional features. Multi- 
tasking enables DOS and RISC OS applications to be run simultaneously. Support 
for EGA graphics displays (CGA, EGA or MDA) is provided. Windows 3.0 can be 
run on an Archimedes 340. 


Owners of earlier versions supplied with MS DOS can obtain an upgrade for $99 + 
GST. The upgrade replaces your PC Emulator disc and manual with 3 discs, a new 
manual and associated documents. Two discs are alternative versions of the 
emulator for 1 MB systems and 2 MB + systems. The third disk has the CD ROM 
support software. The upgrade does not include an MS DOS disk so you should 
retain the original. See your dealer if you wish to purchase the upgrade. 


For those who don't yet have a PC Emulator the full software is available for $180 + 
GST. 


The upgrade is not available for emulators using DR DOS, as supplied with the 
Learning Curve packages. (I have heard two different reasons for this - 
incompatibility and licence agreements.) 


PRINTER DRIVERS 


Acorn has released new versions of the printer drivers for the Archimedes. These 
drivers, version 2.46 (PrinterDM and Printerlx) and version 2.44 (PrinterL] and 
PrinterPS), are available from various sources, including the Wellington (and, most 
likely, Auckland) Bulletin Board archives. Dealers can also supply updates of these 
and other RiscOS modules for a small fee. The printer drivers have been distributed 
on several magazine discs including Risc User and the July issue of Archimedes 
World which is on booksellers’ shelves this month. 
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I'm not sure whether ['ve struck a bug in the new PrinterL} driver when using it with 
a Deskjet printer. An attempt to print a draft copy of the magazine failed with an 
error message saying that it couldn't find a sprite and that the print would be 
cancelled. This was frustrating as I was printing from Impression in pamphlet 


mode. Restarting at the point where the error occurred was successful but the error 
recurred several pages later. 


A second attempt after reloading everything from scratch produced the same result, 
indicating that it was not a transient problem. Another interesting fault was that the 
error message appeared at the top of the screen and not in the dialogue box if | 
simply tried printing again without rebooting and reloading. 


L, and no doubt others, would appreciate any advice on this problem. 


The PrinterDM driver caters for Epson compatible printers. This covers quite a wide 
range of dot matrix printers and some bubble jet and laser printers can also have 
Epson compatibility options. Therefore the four Acorn printer drivers, mentioned 
above, cover most of the printers available on the market. 


There are a number of printers with their own control codes and some third party 
printer drivers are being produced. Two significant ones are for Star and Canon 
printers. Beebug (UK) produces a printer driver for Star printers. I don't have 
details of pricing but some local dealers can obtain Beebug software for users. 


Currently advertisements are appearing on television for "The Little Squirt", the 
Canon BJ-10E compact bubble jet printer. Acorn dealers have a printer driver for 
this and the other Canon printers at a cost of $45.50 + GST. 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Special General Meeting to consider the future of the 

:| National User Group and Beeblet is still “on hold". A proposal 
{foreshadowed on behalf of the Auckland Group is yet to be 
received. 


'/Some more details are noted in the Minutes of the AGM and the 
{President's report, printed in this issue. 


: In the meantime the committee will continue to publish Beeblet as : 
:{the amount of material on hand permits. = 
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GENERAL PLOT PROGRAM 


By F John Andrew 


The first of the following programs is a general purpose program for plotting values 
and functions on a screen. The second program dumps the screen display to a C- 
Itoh 8510 (also known as an Apple bmagewriter) printer. For those with an Epson 
compatible printer the second program requires a few modifications before it will 
work. A full list of Epson printer codes is shown in the December 1984 issue of 
Acorn User (or should be found in your printer manual). If you have neither printer 
then lines 100, 850 and 860 in GENPLOT must be deleted. 


EXPLANATION OF "GENPLOT" 


30 

60-90 

100 

110-130 and 320-340 
140 and 350-430 


460 and 600-780 
470-510 

150 and 990-1120 
160 and 350 et seq 
170 and 520-590 
190 and 840-980 
200 and 790-830 
210 et seq 


Sets up error handling 

Sets up serial printer for 9600 bps 

Picks up print-screen routine from program 2 

Enables data to be input and saved 

Finds the highest point and the rightmost point and scales 
the screen 

plots, and labels, axes 

Plots the input data 

Allows for amendment and addition of values 

refreshes the screen 

allows entry of a function and will plot (if in screen range) 
prints the graph and table 

saves the data 

refreshes the screen 


10 REM General Plot 

20 REM SAVE "GENPLOT" 

30 ON ERROR MODE7:REPORT:CLOSE#O:PRINT ” in line ";ERL:END 
40 DIM Title$(30),P(S0,2), File$(6):*FX15,0 


50 MODEO 
60 *FX7,7 
70 *FX8,7 
80 *FX5,2 
90 *FX6,0 


100 *LOAD C.GDUMP0 A00 
110 INPUTTAB(10)"Name of file for uplifting (N if new) “File$ 
120 IF File$="N" OR File$="n" THEN PROCcreate 


130 PROCuplift 
140 PROCscreen 
150 PROCamend 
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CLS: PROCscreen 
INPUTTAB(10)"Enter function to plot eg 50+SIN(X), N for none ‘Plot$ 
IF Ploté<>"N" AND Plot#<>"n" THEN PROCplot 
PROCprinf 
PROCsave 
PROCacreen 
IF Plot$<>"N" AND Plot$<>"n" THEN PROCplot 
END 
DEFPROC create 
INPUT "Name of file for saving " File$ 
INPUT Title of the plotted results "Title$ 
INPUT"Number of Points in Plot "N 
FOR I =1TON 
PRINTTAB(10) “Enter X-value and Y-value for point "I 
INPUT P(L1),PC,2):NEXT I:PROCsave 
ENDPROC 
DEFPROCuplift:X =OPENIN (File$):.IN PUT#X, File§, Title ,N 
FOR I=1 TO N: INPUT#X,P(L1),P0,2) 
NEXT L:CLOSE#X:ENDPROC 
DEFPROCscreen: VDU29,100;100; 
REM Determine the screen limits 
MAXX=0.0001:MAX Y=0.0001:FOR I=1 TO N 
IF P(L1)>MAXX THEN MAXX=P(1,1) 
IF P(L2)>MAXY THEN MAXY=P(1,2) 
NEXT I 
Maxl=(INT(0.14+MAXX/10°(INTLOGMAXX)+1))*10°(INTLOGMAXX) 
MaxHI=(INT(O0.14MAXY/1IOUNTLOGMAXY)+1))710UINTLOGMAXY) 
SFX=1000/Maxl 
SFY=900 /MaxHI 
MOVE 1060,900:DRAW 1000,0:DRAW 0,0:DRAW 0,900 
PROCscale 
MOVE P(1,1)*SFX,P(1,2)*SFY 
FOR I =1TON 
PLOT 5,P(,1)*SFX,P(L2)*SFY 
NEXT I 
PRINTTAB(10,1)Title$}:ENDPROC 
DEFPROCplot 
MOVE 0,S5FY*(EVAL(PIof#)) 
FOR Z=0TO 1000 STEP 2 
X=Z /SEX 
PLOT 69,Z,SFY*(EVAL(Plot$)) 
NEXT 
ENDPROC 
DEFPROCscale 
REM Draw axes 
VDU5 
@%=8& 020106 
FOR XC%=0 TO 1000 STEP 100 
MOVE xXC%,-10: DRAW XC%,10 
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1050 
1060 
1070 
1080 
1090 
1100 
1110 
1120 


REM scale points 
MOVE XC%-20,-40 
PRINT (XC%) /SEX 
NEXT 
@%=& 000006 
FOR YC%=0 TO 900 STEP 90 
MOVE -10,YC%:DRAW 5,YC% 
MOVE 990, YC%:DRAW 995, YC% 
MOVE -100,YC%:T=INT((YC%)/SFY):PRINT;T 
MOVE 1050,YC%:PRINT;T 
NEXT 
@%=&06 
VDU 4 
ENDPROC 
DEFPROCsave 
X=OPENOUT(File$):PRINT#X,File$, Title$,N 
FOR I=1 TON 
PRINT#X,P(1,1),P(L2) 
NEXT [:-CLOSE&X:ENDPROC 
DEFPROCprint 
CALL & A00 
VDU 2 
PRINT 
PRINTTAB(30)Title$:PRINT 
PRINT "POINT No. X co-ordinate"; 
PRINT” = Y Co-ordinate": PRINT 
FOR T=1TON 
@%=&F 
PRINT;LTAB(9); 
@%=& 2020F 
PRINTP(L1),P(L,2)} 
NEXT I 
PRINT: VDU12:VDU3 
ENDPROC 
DEFPROCamend 
REPEAT 
INPUTTAB(10,2)"Enter Point number to amend (0 to quit) "I 
IF I>N PROCadd:ENDPROC 
IF l=0 THEN ENDPROC 
PRINTTAB(10)"New values point ";1;” current ";P(L1),P(L2) 
INPUTTAB(40)P(L1),P(L,2) 
UNTIL I=0 
ENDPROC 
DEFPROCadd 
N=N+1 
PRINT “Enter values for point no ";N 
INPUT P(N,1),P(N,2) 
ENDPROC 
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EXPLANATION OF "DMPmd0" PROGRAM 


This program is written in assembler which enables it to run very fast and to be very 
compact. When it is run it will save the code as "C-DUMP0" and it is this code that is 
loaded into the "GENPLOT" program in line 100. 


Whilst the program is specific to the C-Itoh 8510 (Apple Imagewriter) few changes 
are needed to use it with an Epson compatible. Some of these changes are included 
in the explanation. 


10 An Epson version is published in Electronics and Communications 
Monthly of March 1985 

90 Re-states the address of various BBC routines 

100 assigns temporary memory for routines 

140 turns printer on 


150-160 sets up for 17 char per inch (Use #77 for Epson Elite) 
165-190 = 16/144 inch per line spacing (change for Epson) 

220 recognise all 8 bits (C-Itoh) 

240-280 Set memory address limits for Mode 0 

290-370 Send full line of 640 bytes 

410-430 Start loading elements and decrementing counter 


500 Rotate bits left (ROR, rotate right for Epson) 
660 Reset printer (change to #64 for Epson) 

730 Save code as "C-GDUMP0" 

760 Note the actual code length 


10 REM Dump mode 0 screen (E&CM 3/85) original 

20 REM SAVE"DMPmd0" 

90 OSBYTE=& FFF4:05 WRCH=& FFEE:‘STR=&77:SCR=&75 
100 COP=8& 38: ROW=&71:CLM=&70:PTRBYTE=&85:MODE0 
M0 = VDU1,27,1,90,1,0,1,32,3:FORZ%=0TO3 STEP 3 
120 P%=& A00:REM Recognise 8th bit 
130 = [OPT Z% 

140 LDA #2 :5JSR OSWRCH \ printer on 
150 LDA #27 :JSR WRPTR 
160 LDA #81 JSR WRPTR \ 17 char/in 
165 LDA #27 :)JSR WRPTR 
166 LDA #62 :JSR WRPTR \ unidirectional print 
170 = LDA #27 ‘JSR WRPTR 
180 LDA #84 JSR WRPTR \ line spacing 
199 = LDA #&31:JSR WRPTR \ 16 /144 
200 LDA #&36:JSR WRPTR \ inch per line 
210 LDA #27 JSR WRPTR 
220 LDA #90 ‘JSR WRPTR \ recognise 
230 LDA #0 JSR WRPTR \ eight bit 
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240 LDA #32 JSR WRPTR 

250 LDA #&30:STA SCR+1 \ screen memory 
260  LDA#0 ‘STASCR \ from &3000 
270 LDA #80 :‘STA CLM 

280 = =LDA#32:STA ROW 

290 SEND 

300 LDA #13 ‘JSR WRPTR \ send CR 
310 LDACLM:STA COP 

320. LDA #27 JSR WRPTR 

330 =LDA#71 JSR WRPTR 

340 = =LDA #&30:JSR WRPTR 

350 = =9LDA #8&36:JSR WRPTR \ 640 BYTES 
360 LDA #&34:)SR WRPTR \ coming 
370 LDA #&30:JSR WRPTR 


380 -LP 
390 LDY #7 
400 -LOP 


410 LDA (SCR),Y \ load next screen element 
420 STA STR,Y 


430 DEY 

440 BPL LOP 
450 LDY #8 
460 LOOP 
470 LDX #7 
480 .LOOOP 


490 ASL STR,X 
500 ROL A \ Reverse for Apple 


510 DEX 
520 BPL LOOOPJSR WRPTR 
530 DEY 


540 BNE LOOP 

550 LDA SCR :CLC 
560 ADC #8 :STASCR 
570 BCC CLEER 

580 INC SCR+1 


590 .CLEER 
600 DEC COP 
610 BNE LP 


620 LDA #&0A JSR WRPTR 
630 DEC ROW 

640 BNE SEND 

650 LDA #27 JSR WRPTR 
660 LDA #99 JSR WRPTR 
670 LDA #3 JSR OSWRCH 


680 RTS 730 RTS: 

690  .WRPTR 740 NEXT Z% 

700 STA PTRBYTE 750  *SAVEC.GDUMPO A00 AC9 A00 
710 LDA#1 :JSROSWRCH 760  PRINT-P% 

720 LDA PTRBYTE-|SR OSWRCH 770 END 
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PLENTY - FROM THE BAY OF PLENTY 


hints, tips and ideas from Anne Squire 


A call from Don: More articles for Beeblet please!!! What, more from me??? What 
happened to my Laurels that [ can’t rest on them? 


Well, [no longer live in a house with an Archimedes, 2 Masters and a Model B on 
loan, but { still have access to an Arc up in sunny BoP - yes, there are a few around 
here, even if there are no User Group meetings. Certainly I am doing different 
things with the computer in friendly little Edgecumbe than big Wellington, as it's a 
completely different environment (and a reverting to my juvenile days when I lived 
about 50kms from where [am now). As a result of an assault in December, I lost my 
job, and am still suffering from head & spine injuries, so it has given me time to, at a 
very slow pace, do some of those things I "always wanted to do”: 


1: WORD PROCESSING 


Use a word processor LOTS - to keep in touch with lawyers, Police, Wellington 
friends, and to type up letters and C.V.s for locals. Also keeping MY C.V. up te date, 
and being flexible to "expurgate" and edit for relevance to each job application I 
made. Up here they don't want the 12-page chronological version, just 1 or 2 pages 
of immediately relevant highlights. 


2: EMBROIDERY PATTERNS 


Use !Paint to make up graphed patterns for embroidery classes. Whilst it is easier to 
photocopy and enlarge existing patterns, when I want a new design I define a sprite 
with as many pixels as I will have threads to embroider over. 


I work in Mode 9, so that I have roughly square pixels, with a 
grid on to see where [ am going accurately. Every tenth row 
and column [ colour in as pale yellow, so I can easily count 
where I'm at. With black I fill in and design the shape/ 
pattern I want. When [ have finished and saved it, I bring it 
into !Draw, and increase the X and Y scales to 4 for visibility, 
i then print it out. The yellow “marker" rows, except where 
Lohetikid tik. I've blacked over them, show as a grey scale on the printout. 
The trick is to ee which printer driver f have loaded in first!! Version 1.12 
works fine, set to 240x216 dpi. Version 2.46 which came with Impression, I have to 
remember to change its menu and switch OFF the Monochrome graphics, if I want 
my "yellow" lines to appear in grey scale. If don't, they are invisible! 
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I then take a thin pencil to the page and draw in the other lines so the pattern is 
graphed for easier reading. Tape a mylar OHP sheet over it, and I can scribble all 
over it as I stitch. This use of the computer is a complete reversal from my BBC 
days, when I entered knitting machine patterns to use as my computer graphics. 


3: PERSONAL PLATES RECORDS 


How often do you see Personalised number plates? How about a plate-collecting 
Hobby? 


Pipe Dream is being used, to add in ones seen each day or trip, and to keep them in 
alphabetic order. As [ am still reliant on other drivers if I have to travel further than 
about an hour, this cuts down on the boredom of being in the passenger seat instead 
of behind the wheel. 


It can be amusing, deciphering some of the plates and recognising their significance. 
(BMW 1, BMW118, BYABMW etc you will usually see on BMW's, but one was ona 
very decrepit old heap.) Guess what YTBAIT loves doing? The curious thing is, that 
as I take more notice of number plates, I recognise the locally-bought cars by the 
"official" sequence. Wally Sutherland sold a lot of Mazdas in one go as [ have 
noticed 3 plates with only the last digit different: 964, 965, 966, all on the same day! 
Plus others in the near range around Whakatane: something that wouldn't be as 
obvious in the "big smoke”. 


4: PRINTERS!!! 


I periodically pop over to Kawerau College: "this piece of software we've got on 
appro from Softime doesn't print out; if you can get it to work, we may buy it" type 
of call. 


In last week's case, there was one which would only print sideways once; circles 
were ellipses; and then it wouldn't print at all on their printer - just hung up, 
claiming the Printer wasn't ready (but it WAS!). I found the relevant bit of code - at 
least it was in Basic, mostly using PROCs and FNs - and made alterations. It worked 
- once! Then same problem. 


What other bugs are in this program? If Topologika can't get their ex-BBC programs 
to work properly on the Archimedes, then that's going to cost them. The function 
keys were labelled from 0 not 1 as well. A pity, as the HoD was interested in the 
program otherwise. (As an aside, the printer dump routine was in BASIC. I wonder 
how long that took on the old Beeb?) 


There has been the problem of not being able to print A3 on their 15" carriage - 
‘PrinterDM version .82 which was on their Apps1 disc doesn't allow the option of 
setting paper size. Acom NZ sent Version 1.12 upon request in April, but one has to 
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remember that ‘Portrait’ and ‘Landscape’ aren't strictly true: printing from the top of 
the paper to bottom, irrespective of being A4 or A3, is ‘Portrait’, whilst printing 
sideways is considered ‘Landscape’ even though it isn't when using A3 paper! So 
now from !Draw a drawing will print out 90% of the width, but Lincad???? Hurry 
up Gwynn Jones in Thames, and answer the college's letter about this product you 
sold them! (Last minute update: After a couple of months, he has finally sent 
Version 2.46 for them to try. Now why did Acorn send such an old version in 
April?) 


(See News for more information on Printer Drivers - Editor) 


5: EMPLOYMENT 


Being “computer-literate" and having lived with computers got me various odd jobs 
up here involving computers last year, and was a plus when [ and over 100 others 
applied for an Office Manager position - the company had never had someone to do 
their paperwork, but they intending catching up then getting a computer on the job. 
I brought work home: each antler had been weighed, and we needed to add up total 
weights, pull out those within certain weight ranges etc - much easier with 
spreadsheet and printout to verify figures, than green ballpoint and pocket 
calculator - especially when those pages had to be faxed round NZ, Hong Kong, 
Korea... 


It had me in front of a bunch of fourth formers, teaching them Word Perfect at 
Waiariki Polytechnic. 


Ringing all round the eastern Bay of Plenty for a company in Whakatane that pushes 
PCs, “assessing” their computer needs or interests. Some people are very receptive, a 
lot already have one in their business, but most would find a fax machine more 
immediately useful. One person wanted a setup for kitchen design, that would print 
out details of a plan right down to the “parts” list of x nails, x# timber of each size... 
And under $5k!!!' Many others cannot conceive of a computer being of the slightest 
use to them at all. 


Still, as it was my second week of living here that I had this temporary job, it also 
gave me an opportunity to find out what was in the area: the Music shop "do you 
have clarinet reeds?"; the Health Shop - that there is one! and where it was; the 
garden nursery that turned out to be almost exactly across the river from my house 
that is looking for a replacement printer: it uses one for their plant labels... 
Computers are alive in the sticks, they're not just for "townies”. 


Teaching the owner of Secretarial Services in Kawerau about DTP - again on an 
MS-Dos machine. However, learn one DTP package (Impression), and you know 
what to expect of them all - just a quick peek in the manual for the finer points. 
Providing the program doesn't occasionally kill itself on the hard disc when you 
close off at the end of a session!!! Very bad, both for you and the learner who paid 
good money for it. 
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6: MOUSE POSITION 


I have bowed to "convention", and don't use 
the mouse at the left of the keyboard any more 
- except when I'm debugging a listing. This is 
indicative of the fact that I'm usually using 
programs that use either the keyboard or the 
mouse but not often both; plus the layout of | 
the computer system - the screen is to the right 
of the keyboard, instead of directly behind it. 





7: REPTON 


I have now got Repton to work now the Arc has 2MB memory. The tune would 
start, but the machine hung up while ‘AutoConfiguring’. So instead of clicking on 
the icon, I press function key 12, type in RMLOAD RM_TUNES press Return, type 
in REPTONS press Return, and away I go. 


8: DEAR DIARY 


I made up a photo diary of the childrens’ holiday here, and made up pages in !Draw 
(mainly) to go with the photos, and for stories where there were no photos. FontFX 
plus an alphabet I had scanned in months ago were very helpful to make up this 
record, and the kids have had fun going through it. 


9: IMPRESSION (mainly) 


[ have made up a DTP folder, showing what can be achieved with such a package, 
and have taken !Paint photos of Maestro screens, !Drawn up Linguistics tree 
diagrams, set up a tutorial to start using the package, prepared a Tenancy 
Agreement for a customer in Kawerau, Car Hire form, and have the nucleus of a 
"show off" folder - what I can do, and what a computer can do. This will give any 
future "clients" some idea of what can be achieved, plus it gets me learning the 
package, getting an idea of how long it takes to do various graphics and layouts... I 
could start buying Lotto or Kiwi tickets (if [had the money) to win enough to buy a 
laser printer, and a scanner, and a digitiser, and the software to make use of that, 
and a hard disc, and........ Not to mention some more memory ~- my own still blacks 
out at times. 
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10. IMPRESSION BORDERS 


It took me several hours of experimentation to comprehend the brief section of the 
manual to create my own. Even so, there seems to be a fair amount of trial and 
error. To save you all some of this effort (if you have Impression that is), read on... 


Set up your 'Draw page as A5 - Portrait or Landscape. Work near the bottom left of 
the page. [suggest you Magnify about 8 times, Grid - cm-spacing-.1 


Your "picture" will measure about 10-15mm across, and up to 3mm down. Of 
course, you can start larger then Select_X-scale and Y-scale to reduce later. You need 
to have two “elements”. One is to stay in the corner, and the other is to provide the 
sides. The crown around the first frame has an invisible white line as its side, 
otherwise the whole crown would be distorted as in the next: 


# 





od pia i st pg pba inp aback ga 


As you can see, I still have some way to go to get the crowns regularly placed on the 
corners in the first frame, and you would never believe that the second frame was 
the same crown without the white "stalk". It has been stretched out to fill the entire 
length of each side of the frame. (To make it easier for you to see the angle of the 
first crowns, I have made a black stalk.) 


To set the first crowns properly seems to be purely trial and error. It involves 
moving it around minutely on the !Draw page, then SAVEing it to the Borders, As I 
have an Impression page on screen with a frame defined with Border 12, whenever I 
save a design into the Border screen, it shows up on the Impression page. If I don't 
like it, I delete it from the border window, which also erases it from the Impression 
page, and edit the Draw page some more. 
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ANYTHING ELSE? 


Does this give you some idea of the variety of activities open to someone with a 
computer? And that even though the Archimedes is a “rare bird", what you learn on 
it is marketable if you have the right attitude. The work is there if you look, even in 
tiny high-unemployment areas such as Edgecumbe, but it's often bitsy, so ['m just 
keeping feelers out until Iam well enough to get off ACC and back into the "proper" 
workforce again. 





athe Egok phe oS broken ef" elt off 
@ garage. 

He pausht a coe 

The new belt fits properly now. 

Thank you, LEO. 


| am always on the lookout for new fonts, especially the oddball ones, also Clip Art, 
so if you have designed any or have any Public Domain ones, how about sharing 
them. I am happy to pass on the alphabet illustrated in Leo & the Fanbelt above. 


(Write to the Editor, Beeblet, PO Box 9592, Wellington and we will put you in touch with 
Anne, 


Anne’s article relating her experiences with various aspects of computing may stir some 
similar ideas in others. Don't keep them to yourself. Send them in and enlighten other 
users.) 
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PRIME NUMBERS AND THE ULAM DIAGRAM 


by L. E. S. Amon, Dunedin. 


Number theory is one of the few branches of mathematics where there is still scope 
for the amateur mathematician to contribute something of value. Number theory 
generally deals only with positive integers greater than zero. The properties with 
which it deals are independent of the base chosen to represent the numbers. 


One class of numbers consists of those not exactly divisible by any other number - 
the prime numbers. There is an article in the July 1988 Scientific American that 
explains a lot for anyone who would like to know a little more than I go into here. 


To illustrate that "primeness” is a property that is independent of the base used, try 
testing any prime number in any base. You will find that it continues to come out 
prime. To be more specific, the remainder in a division operation is independent of 
the number base used. (e.g. 15/8 gives a remainder of 7 in decimal, 1111/1000 gives 
a remainder of 111 in binary, 17/10 gives a remainder of 7 in octal, and F/8 gives a 
remainder of 7 in hexadecimal). | 


There is a story that rings true to anyone who has attended any sort of scientific 
conference. An eminent mathematician, Stanislaw M. Ulam, was doodling on his 
pad during a presentation that was failing to grab his attention. He drew the natural 
numbers (positive integers) integers in a square spiral thus: 


37 36 35 34 33 32 31 
38 17 16 15 14 13 30 
39 18 5 4 31229 
4019 6121128. 
4120 7 8 91027. 
42 21 22 23 24 25 26 . 
43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 


The speaker was still less than riveting, so he idly began to put circles around the 
prime numbers. Suddenly, he was amazed to see patterns appear where 
mathematical instinct told him to expect only random disorder. 


If you want to try the same thing, the primes up to 50 are; 


2, 3,5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23, 29, 31, 37, 41, 43, 47. 
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Although there can be no formula that guarantees to yield a prime number, there is 
nothing to forbid a formula that has, say, a 98% probability of throwing up prime 
numbers. That there are such formulae is indicated by the amount of quite long- 
range order in the diagram. 


The simplest way to generate prime numbers (but not necessarily the most efficient), 
is to start with a short list, just 2 & 3, and append to it any whole number not 
divisible (with zero remainder) by a number already on the list. But there are some 
short cuts. Only test odd numbers not ending in 5. Only test numbers of the form 
6n-1 and 6n+1 (all others are divisible by either 2 or 3). And stop testing when you 
reach the square root of the number under test (each non-prime is the product of at 
least two cofactors, at least one of which must be less than the square root of the 
number under test). 


The program that follows should plot the Ulam diagram for numbers up to 65536. It 
should run on a Model B in Mode 0. Be warned that it will take some time to run to 
completion. 


10 REM SMUIam - S.M. Ulam’'s Prime Number Diagram 


15 REM 
20 REM Copyright (C) LES. Amon 1991 
30 REM 


31 REM 37 36 35 34 33 32 31 

32 REM 38 17 16 15 14 13 30 

33 REM 185 4 3 1229 

34 REM 196 1 2 1128 

35 REM 207 8 9 1027 

36 REM 21 22 23 24 25 26 

37 REM 

40 MODE 128 : REM MODE 0 on Model B 

50 VDU 24,00;1023;1023;: REM Square graphics area on left 

70 VDU 28,64,31,79,0 : REM Text area on right 

80 PROCINIT : REM Set up constants and initialise variables 

90 PROCPRIME : REM Calculate primes up fo 2053 

100 FOR M%=1 TO 65536 

190 PROCTEST 

200 IF P%=0 THEN 400 : REM Avoid plotting blank space 

210 R%=INT(1+SOR(M%-1)}/2) 

220 S%=M%-4*(R%-1)°2 

230 T%=1+INT((S%-1)/(2*R%-1)) 

240 U%=S%-IN T(2*R%-1)*(T %-1) 

250 XX%o=-(128-R%)*(T%=1)-(128-R + U%)*"(T%=2)-(127+ R%)*(T%=3)-(127+R%- 
U%)*(T%=A4) 

260 YY%=-(127+R%-U%)*(T%=1)-(128-R%)*(T%=2)-(128-R%4+U%)*(T %=3)- 
(127+R%)*(T%=4) 

270 PRINT TAB(0,2);B$;TAB(0,2);XX%;" "; YY% 

280 PLOT 69,XX%'*X%, YY %'*V¥% 

400 NEXT M% 

560 PRINT TAB(0,30); 
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570 PRINT "SMUlam" 

580 PRINT TAB(0,10); 

599 STOP 

600 DEF PROCTEST 

601 REM Test if M% prime 

610 P%=1 : REM Assume prime until proven otherwise 

620 IF M%<4 AND M%>0 THEN 690 

630 MM%=M% MOD 6 

640 IF MM%<>1 AND MM%<>5 THEN P%=0 : GOTO 699 ; ELSE SQM%=SQR(M%) 

650 FOR KK%=1 TO K% 

660 IF M&% MOD P%(KK%)=0 THEN P%=0 : KK%=K% : GOTO 680 

670 IF P%(KK%)>SQM% THEN KK%=K% : REM K% is number of primes <= 2041 

680 NEXT KK% 

690 IF P%=1 THEN PRINT TAB(O,1);B$;TAB(O,1);M% 

699 ENDPROC 

700 DEF PROCPRIME : REM Identify primes <= 2053 

710 DIM M%({8) : DIM P%(310) 

720 M%(1)=-13 : M%(2)=-11 : M%(3)=-7 : M%(4)=-1 -M%(5)=1 : M%(6)=7 : M%(7)=11 : 
M%(8)=13 

730 P%(O)=1 : P%(1)=2 : P%(2)=3 : P%(3)=5 : P%(4)=7 :P%(5)=11 : P%M(6)=13 

740 N%=2041 

750 JMAX%=6 : REM Index of max stored prime 

760 FOR 1%=30 TO N% STEP 30 

770 SQIL%=SOQR(I% +13) 

780 FOR L%=1 TO 8 

7%) FOR J%=2 TO JMAX% 

800 IF(I%+M%(L%)} MOD P%J%) = 0 THEN J%=JMAX% :GOTO 830 : REM Composite 

810 IF P%J%)>SQIL% THEN JMAX% = JMAX%+1 :PHIMAX%)=1%4+MR(L%) : 
J%=JMAX% : REM Another prime stored 

820 PRINT TAB(O,0);1%+M%(L%); 

830 NEXT : NEXT : NEXT 

899 ENDPROC 

1000 DEF PROCINIT 

1010 X%=4 ; Y%=4 : REM Pixel increments 

1020 M%=1 : K%=309 : REM M%=Natural number, K%=Prime count 

1030 = =P%=1: REM PLOT parameter; 1=mark, 0=no mark 

1040 B$=" " 

1099, = ENDPROC 


Before some alert reader spots it and complains, | should point out that both these 
programs plot the number, 1, although it is not within the accepted definition of a 
prime number. It is the origin point for the diagram, so | mark it accordingly. 


What causes the patterns? Although there is no single simple answer to the question, 
we can make a few relevant observations. The diagonals stand out because the odd 
and even numbers alternate like the squares on a chessboard, and 2 is the only even 
prime. 
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Speaking of squares, the squares of the even numbers extend in line upwards and to 
the left from the centre, the odd squares downward and to the right. Adjacent to 
these lines are those of N°2-1 which is only prime for N=2. Indeed N°2-M°2 is never 
prime if N>M+1>1. It always factorizes into (N+M){(N-M). 


These observations lead to a suspicion that perhaps it is the composite (=non-prime) 
numbers, represented by the spaces between the dots, that give the diagram its 
structure. Try the following modification to the program: 


10 REM SMULAMEXPL - S.M. Ulam’s Prime Number Diagram Explanation 
90 PROCSEED 

100 FOR N%=0 TO 65536 STEP O% 

110 IF N%=0 THEN M%=1 ELSE M%=M%=N% 
190 

200 

400 NEXT N% 

570 PRINT "SMUlamExp!” 

1200 DEF PROCSEED 

1210) INPUT "SEED",QO% 

1220. =ENDPROC 


When it asks for a SEED?, give it an integer in the twenties (very small numbers do 
not give such interesting results), and watch it plot the multiples of that number in 
the same way that the original plotted primes. Not as interesting as the Mandelbrot 
set, but food for thought nonetheless. All except the first number plotted must be 
composite, and if we exclude these first numbers the original Ulam diagram is just 
the inverse of all these diagrams overlaid. 


REFERENCE 


A.K. Dewdney, Computer Recreations, Scientific American, July 1988, pp.90-93. 
(Brief follow-up in December 1988.) 
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GRAPEVINE 


Review by Tony Wright 


Grapevine is a terminal emulation program for Archimedes for accessing bulletin 
boards (BBS's) via modem. It is virtually RISCOS compliant, in that it uses the 
Riscos windows management system for all preliminary activities (setting up, 
inputting and selecting telephone numbers and other adjustments). The only area of 
operation which does not use the true windows environment is the display of 
messages from the called BBS. (It makes it faster this way!) Return from the 
message display to the desktop part of the program is achieved by pressing BREAK. 


Grapevine supports 4 terminal emulation modes: 

ASCH (dumb terminal) 

Commodore (C64 graphics and keys) 
Atari 

IBM ANSI 


em QW RD 


It also has a “capture buffer" (for saving a session on the terminal) whose length is 
limited only by the amount of Ram available. 


Grapevine should be used with a Hayes compatible modem to obtain full 
advantages of Auto dial, Auto setting-up and continuous connection monitoring. It 
will enable the user to select a group of BBSs required for access, dialling each in 
turn until a connection has been made. It supports all classes of X-modem protocol 
and works with any standard Baud (Bit transmission) rate handled by the modem 
up to the limits of the Archimedes serial port. 


Operation 


Grapevine is provided with a detailed instruction manual on the same disc or 
downloaded file, accessed via the help system. 


On selecting the disc, the menu displays two icons - ‘Grapevine and a user named 
dial list. As in other RISCOS applications, a double click on the dial list will install 
the grapevine module on the icon bar and result in two windows appearing on the 
main screen - the dial list window and the Grapevine control panel. Many 
customised phonenum files can be saved from the dial list menu in Grapevine. 
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The dial list window contains columns for BBS names, Telephone numbers, BBS 
protocols, available baud rates and an active column of software "push-buttons” 
called “radio buttons" for selection of BBS's. Spare columns are provided for 
additional information. If a radio button has been selected (ie the corresponding 
entry is selected) then the auto dialer will dial that entry as well as any other 
selected. BBS's with multiple phone numbers can be catered for automatically. 


The control panel is a separate Riscos operating window in which the following 
selections may be made: 


1) Auto dial 2) Hold 3) Next 
4) Dial list 5) Hang Up 6) Terminal 
7) Receive 8) Set Up 9) Transmit 


Deeper insights into the workings of Grapevine are revealed by clicking menu... 


Status information such as current BBS, and status of the auto-dialer are also 
displayed. 


Grapevine is the subject of continual improvements as new features are developed. 
My version is 1.53 but I know that the current version is 1.64 (or is it 1.65 now ...?). 
A version supporting Y-modems and Z-modems protocols may be developed at 
some future date if there is the demand and the time available to do it. 


Grapevine is available as shareware from: Julian Wright, 93 Overtoun Terrace, 
Wellington (Tel (04) 861968) 





DRAW PLUS 


At a recent Wellington meeting, Tony Wright demonstrated some of the things you 
could do with DRAW, one of the programs supplied with the Archimedes 
machines. 


Julian Wright then mentioned that a new version of the programme has been 
released which has more features. (DRAW+ (I'm not sure which title is correct) is 
apparently a public domain program which will do much more than !DRAW. It is 
available on the Bulletin Boards, with full documentation in a HELP file. 
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DCP 


DCP is a NZ written communications program for the BBC B, B+, Master and 
Compact. It is suitable for data communications with bulletin board systems and just 
about any other computer system reachable over a serial connection (Unix boxes, 
VAXes, Archimedes, etc). 


DCP has many features not found in any other BBC communications programs. 
Standard features such as capturing sessions to a file, file transfer, etc are all there. 
Extra features include a powerful ANSI/VT emulation - this provides a more 
readable display, and allows more effective use of text editors especially when 
connected to the "bigger" machines. Currently the DEC VT emulation is 
approaching VT240 level. 


The ability to load in different character sets is supported. This is a very useful 
option. For example many bulletin board systems expect your computer to have the 
IBM character set loaded. This also makes screen displays look nicer. 


FILE TRANSFERS 


Programs such as Commstar and Modem Master only have a limited file transfer 
capability via a protocol known as X-modem checksum. DCP supports X-Modem 
and more advanced transfer protocols such as ¥Y-Modem 1k CRC. 


There is a 24 line screen mode with an IBM font for IBM PC ANSI based bulletin 
boards. 


You can put all the bulletin boards and computers you wish to dial in a directory 
and set it to repeat dial any number of systems until a connection is achieved. 


Scrollback - if you have sideways ram then you may review text that has scrolled off 
the screen. This is a very useful feature that has never been seen before on a comms 
program. Many IBM/Atari/ Amiga and Archimedes programs don't have this 
feature. 


The program makes extensive use of sideways ram. Some features will be absent 
where sideways ram is unavailable. 


The program will be released as Shareware later in the year, in a cut down form. 
The full version will be available for NZ$30.00 


The program is being tested NOW (and continually being improved on up to release 
date). 


if you have any queries, the author can be contacted: 


by USENETe-mail: terros@sideways.gen.nz 
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or by post: David Sainty 
c/o Sideways board 
PO Box 2060 
Wellington. 





COMPUTER CONCEPTS' UPDATE 


IMPRESSION 


Impression version 2.1 is now available as a free upgrade to registered users. For 
those who have Impression 2 this simply consists of a replacement for disc 1. Those 
who haven't yet upgraded from version 1 will get version 2.1 when they request 
either the free upgrade (replacement discs and notes) or the full upgrade ($99 + GST 
- includes additional fonts and utilities and a replacement manual insert.) 


Impression 2.1 has a number of small changes. The main new features are: 


@ Timed auto-save 

@ Better, more flexible line drawing allowing better rule-offs, vertical rules, 
sidebars and ruled tables. 

@ Support for mail merge (using a suitable application). 

@ New print facilities: automatic crop marks and page centering on 
the paper. 


A new Business Supplement is also available. This is a set of advanced utilities to 
work in conjunction with Impression 2.1. It provides facilities for mail merging, 
advanced typesetting, full colour separation and importing files from professional 
MSDos word processors. These would be very useful for those who use Impression 
for producing professional documents. Readers of UK magazines for BBC/ Acorn 
computers may have noted that Impression is used to prepare several of these. 


The Business Supplement is priced at £49 (+ VAT) in UK. [don't yet have the New 
Zealand price. 


FAX-PACK 


Computer Concepts are working on a plug-in fax board and software, for the 
Archimedes, to rival the features of the best fax machines on the market. This is a 
revival of an earlier project which was shelved when bugs in RISC OS caused 
problems and it was decided to put more effort into what is now known as 
Impression. Acorn engineers have now produced a bug fix and CC have resurrected 
the project. 


Fax-Pack has been undergoing the type approval process in UK and may have been 
released by the time you read this. 
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BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP NZ (Inc) 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


held at 7.45pm on 20 March 1991 in the Epuni Community Centre, Mitchell St, 
Lower Hutt 


PRESENT 
Graham Ellett (President), Brian Mudge (Secretary) and about 15 members. 


APOLOGIES 


Bernie Kay, Rodger Kay, Patrick Cain, Gerry Sutton, Gavin Flower, David Fung, 
Richard Jack, Alex Carr 


MINUTES OF 1990 AGM 


lt was moved by Peter Brown and seconded by Barry Hull that the minutes, 
published in Beeblet, June 1990, be taken as read. CARRIED 


It was moved by Colin Scarf and seconded by John Andrew that the minutes be 
taken as a true record. CARRIED 


MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 


None 
CORRESPONDENCE IN 


Letter and accounts from Auditor 


Letter from Computer Terminal re future of User Group 
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CORRESPONDENCE OUT 


Letter to Registrar of Incorporated Societies enclosing 
1990 AGM Minutes and annual accounts. 


Letter and accounts to Auditor for action. 


It was moved by Heather Wilkie and seconded by Peter Brown that the 
correspondence be accepted CARRIED 


PRESIDENTS REPORT 


Graham Ellett presented his report which is published separately with these 
minutes. 


It was moved by Heather Wilkie and seconded by John Andrew that the President's 
report be accepted CARRIED 


LOCAL GROUPS: 
Richard Jack had reported that the Nelson group was alive and well. 


EDITOR'S REPORT 
Colin Scarf presented his report which is published with these minutes 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


The annual accounts had been printed in the March Beeblet. The Treasurer 
presented the audited accounts which differ slightly from those printed. 


(Amended accounts are printed in this issue.) 


it was moved by Heather Wilkie and seconded by John Andrew that the accounts be 
accepted CARRIED 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 


President Graham Ellett 
Secretary Brian Mudge 
Treasurer John Andrew 
Convenor Heather Wilkie 
Committee Alex Carr 

Colin Scarf 

Don McDonald 

Friso Dijstelbergen 

GENERAL BUSINESS 


A letter from the Computer Terminal was read out. It was a written proposal from 
the Auckland User Group to take over the Beeblet. This was discussed at the 
meeting and many people stated the the Beeblet should stay in Wellington. It was 
suggested that information could be obtained from Victoria University and possibly 
from UK magazines. 


It was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Heather Wilkie that the letter goes 


to the incoming committee and there be a ballot through Beeblet. CARRIED 
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

It was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Graham Ellett that Anne Squire be 
reappointed as auditor at a fee of $150. CARRIED 
SUBSCRIPTION 


lt was moved by John Andrew and seconded by Brian Mudge the the subscription 
for 1991/92 be nil for present members and $20 for new members. CARRIED 


The meeting closed at 8:45pm 
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President's Report 


[tis with some disappointment that I have to report a rather unsatisfactory year for 
the BBC/ Acorn Computer User Group (NZ) Inc. Unlike many other areas, our 
problems are not financial. 


Those of you who read your December 1990 issue of Beeblet will have seen my 
report on the difficulties the Committee was having and the likely future of the 
Group. I don't propose to repeat it in detail, but I will summarise the points made. 


The prime objects of the BBC/ Acorn Computer User Group (NZ) Inc. are met by the 
regular publishing of the Beeblet magazine. For many members who are unable to 
attend local user groups, Beeblet is their only contact with other users in New 
Zealand. 


Beeblet should be published monthly, but this is only possible with the support of 
the membership with contributions. The number of issues per year have been 
dropping, with the December 1991 issue being only the second for the year. The 
current number of contributors can be counted on the fingers of one hand. 


Under the circumstances, the committee considered, albeit reluctantly, that there 

was no alternative but to recommend to the membership that the National Group be 
wound up. A draft motion that would be put to a Special General Meeting was 
published, but before proceeding down that path comments were requested. 


The only response received was a verbal one from Chris France on behalf of the 
Auckland User Group. I spoke to him about six weeks ago, inviting the Auckland 
User Group to make a formal proposal which could then be used as a basis for an 
alternative motion. 


Pending receipt of these proposals the Special General Meeting, which we had 
previously proposed to hold on the same evening as this AGM, has been suspended. 
From a constitutional point of view we have had to proceed with this AGM. 


We have now received a proposal from Chris France. This issue is a vital one, and 
the current committee has not had a chance to give the proposal adequate 
consideration before this meeting. I propose that the proposal be passed to the 
incoming conunittee for further action as required. 


However, with the consent of the meeting, and for the benefit of the incoming 
committee, I propose to raise the proposal during General Business for discussion. 


Graham Ellett 
President 
March 1991 
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EDITORIAL REPORT 


BEEBLET 1990/91 


Below is a summary of the issues of Beeblet published since the 1990 AGM. Only 
three issues were published in June and December 1990 and March 1991. It is 
disappointing to record that less than half of the 76 pages resulted from 
contributions. The Editors and material relating to the Group filled the rest. 


After more than three (rather busier) years, Graham Ellett stepped down as Editor 
after the June issue and I have only been responsible for two issues. Thank you 
Graham. 


Once again Auckland was conspicuous by the absence of any contributors, 
However it was good to be able to report that there was still activity north of the 
Bombay Hills due to receipt of regular newsletters from ABUG. If some other areas 
had matched the activity from Wellington we may have had a thriving magazine 
and not be talking about closing the Group down. 


Thanks also to Dr Fung, our local Wellington dealer for information on what is 
available locally and what it costs. Unfortunately we don't seem to have a good link 
to Acorn NZ except for education market releases. Often information has been 
gleaned indirectly from other publications on things which may be of interest to 
members. 


Anyway, thank you to all the contributors listed below. Contributions have varied 
and there has been something for Model B, Master and Archimedes users. 


Issues of Beeblet since March 1990 


Volume 8, No 1 June 1990 28 pages 
Volume 8, No 2 December 1990 24 pages 
Volume 9, No 1 March 1991 24 pages 
Authors Issues 
Llew Amon Dunedin 8/1,9/1 
John Andrew Wellington 8/1 
Peter Cheyne Kaikoura 8/1 
Graham Elett Wellington 8/1, 8/2 
Anne Flower Edgecumbe 8/1, 8/2 
Jeff Hunt Wellington 9/1 
Don McDonald Wellington 9/1 
Colin Scarf Wellington 8/1, 8/2, 9/1 
Chris Stone Wellington 8/1 

Colin Scarf 

Editor, Beeblet 
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ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 


Our Auditor, Anne Squire, made a number of corrections to the accounts as well as 
some alterations. The accounts are republished here in their amended form 
(hopefully without the additional editorial errors to the figures in the last set - sorry!). 


The main effect has been to increase the accumulated funds by reducing 
depreciation of the equipment. This is slightly offset by a subscription received on 
behalf of the Wellington User Group (we used to share Treasurers). Other 
adjustments relate to correct timing of liabilities. 


BBC/ ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP NZ INC 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1990 


$ $ 

INCOME 1990 1989 
Subscriptions 200 2526 
Interest 437 634 
Equipment Division 2 
Transfers 20 60 

Total Income 659 3220 
EXPENDITURE 
Printing 814 2702 
Postage 371 308 
Editor's Expenses 150 900 
Administration 28 239 
Depreciation 61 61 
Auditor's Fee 100 400 

Total Expenditure 1524 4810 
Change for year -865 -1590 
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1990 


$ $ 
1990 1989 
Accumulated Funds 5421 701] 
less Loss for Year 865 1590 
Subtotal 4556 5471 
add Prior Year adjustment 723 
Balance 5279 
Represented by: 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Bank of New Zealand 1035 686 
Postage Float - 100 
Cash in Hand - 60 
Equipment Account - 56 
TERM DEPOSITS 
BNZ Finance 4100 5017 
EQUIPMENT 164 225 
less 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable 20 723 
TOTAL 5279 5421 
EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE 
Book Value Depr'n Book Value 
1989 1990 
Paper Trimmer 119 39 80 
2 Modems 66 22 44 
Interword 20 - 20 
Viewstore 20 - 20 
Total 225 61 164 
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LOCAL USER GROUPS 


A number of local user groups are listed on the back cover. However, apart from the 
Auckland and Wellington groups, we are not too sure how accurate most of the 
information is. We do know that the Nelson and Tauranga contacts are still actively 
interested in the Acorn machines and would welcome any updates on local activities 
from any area. Auckland and Wellington produce regular newsletters for their 
members and the following brief reports are based on these. 


AUCKLAND 


ABUG, the Auckland BBC Computer Users’ Group, holds three meetings each 
month, as listed on the back cover. The 3rd Wednesday meeting is a workshop. 
Talks and demonstrations at the other meetings have included music on the Arc, the 
HP Deskjet printer, Bulletin Boards, Poster, databases and Computer Concepts’ 
LaserDirect system. 


The main project has been reestablishing a Bulletin Board which is now operational. 
The Auckland AGM was scheduled just as this issue was being prepared. 


WELLINGTON 


The Wellington BBC/ Acorn User Group holds two meetings each month. Like 
Auckland, one is a workshop and this has changed both night and venue. It is now 
held on the first Wednesday of each month at St Bernard's School, Taft St, Brooklyn. 
The main meeting shifted to the Epuni Community Hall, Lower Hutt, as reported 
last issue. 


Topics covered at the main meeting, held on the third Wednesday of each month, 
have included music, word processing, graphics and printer demonstrations. An 
attempt is made to cover applications for the full Acorn range. 


Wellington have also been establishing a Bulletin Board for members. 


ACORN INVOLVEMENT 


it is encouraging to record that Acom New Zealand have been actively involved in 
the development of both the Auckland and Wellington Bulletin Boards. They have 
provided equipment and are assisting with some of the information. Thank you 
Acorn. 
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At a recent Wellington workshop, David Hunter, Acorn NZ's Technical Manager, 
indicated that positive moves were being made to establish communication with 


local user groups, whether or not they had formal meetings. This marks the 


extension of their activities away from just the education market. This was a stated 
aim when Acorn took over Barsons. 


Acom representatives have spoken to both the Auckland and Wellington meetings 


in recent months. 


BBC PRODUCTS FOR SALE Books 
All in AS NEW condition BBC Model B User Guide $15 
Model B Advanced User Guide $30 
Hardware Master Reference I & Hf $50 
James: Dise Systems $10 
Master 128 6502 2nd processor $200 Latham: DiscCompanion $10 
Prestel Modem $100 PCW Games Collection $5 
Master ROMboards 3 & 4 $75 Deeson: Easy Programming BBC $10 
2 x Shurgart 5.25 DS80tk drives $300 PCW 60 Programs $5 
Master 128 32K RAM Cartridge $50 Hampshire: BBC Programs $10 
1x 2 socket ROM Cartridge $20 Acorn Disc User Guide $15 
Mastering View, Viewsheet, etc $15 
Software Acorn Viewsheet Manual $10 
Gibbs: Mastering Music $10 
Acorn Overview $150 Williamson: Getting the Most 
Acorn ISO Pascal $100 from Your BBC $10 
Watford Quest paint $200 Yazdani: Programming the Electron $5 
(includes Mouse & eon PCW Invaluable Utilities $10 
Beyond Basic $50 Gordon: 100 Programs for BBC $10 
Revs $10 Acorn User Programming Tips $5 
Turbo Compiler $10 Watson: Ready to Run Programs $5 
Arcade Action $5 
Acorn Business Suite These prices are a fraction of the original price 
Stock Control $15 and are a bargain at these prices. HOWEVER | 
Accounts Receivable $15 will take offers, particularly on larger multiple 
MailSystem $15 orders. Note freight is extra. 
Invoicing $15 
Acorn Database $20 CONTACT 
Maysoft Debtors 1000C $50 Paul Collins 
The Hotel Servant $40 185 Victoria St 
Ultracalc 1 $20 CAMBRIDGE 
Trivial Pursuit $10 
Acorn Graphs & Charts $5 Ph (07) 827 4654 
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ACORN DEALERS 


For the benefit of readers we publish the following list of Acorn Dealers. There have 


been a few changes since such a list was last published. 


NORTHLAND EDUCATIONAL 
COMPUTING 

Mike Spencer 

PO Box 1081 

Whangarei 

Ph (09) 438 2961 


BBC COMPUTERS IN EDUCATION 
John Mansbridge 

1 Ngaire Avenue 

Epsom 

Auckland 

Ph (09) 522 0060 


THE COMPUTER TERMINAL 
Chris France 

257 Hinemoa Street 
Birkenhead 

Auckland 

Ph (09) 419 0543 


MICROFIX SYSTEMS 
David Wilkins 

PO Box 9322 

80 Mackelvie Street 
Ponsonby 

Auckland 

Ph (09) 786 182 


PC SUPPORT CENTRE 
Bob Lye 

PO Box 680078 

65 Pitt Street 

Auckland 

Ph. (09) 399 655 


WINSLEY & HALL 

ivan & Joan Hall 

PO Box 8790, Symonds St 
187 Mt Eden Road 
Auckland 

Ph (09) 609 691 


ELECTROTEC COMPUTERS 
John Mellsop 

142 Grey Street 

Hamilton 

Ph (07) 856 3624 
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EDUCATION COMPUTING 
CENTRE 

Gwynne Jones 

PO Box 48 

312 Heale Street 

Thames 

Ph (0843) 89 578 

Mobile (025) 956 858 


ADVANCED MICRO 
PROFESSION ALS 
Darren Hart 

PO Box 18 

44 Peel Street 
Gisborne 

Ph (06) 867 5101 


BBC EDUCATION SERVICES 
Brian Wells 

18 South Road 

New Plymouth 

Ph (067) 511 473 


KENTECH DEVELOPMENTS 
Kendall Julian 

18 Windsor Tce 

Taradale 

Napier 

Ph (06) 844 3025 


BBC EDUCATION AL SERVICES 
Gaye Sundborn 

4a / 42 Bennett Street 

Palmerston North 

Ph (06) 357 8177 


BBC EDUCATIONAL 
CONSULTANTS 

lan Lindsay 

124 Essex Street 
Masterton 

Ph (059) 84 241 
Mobile (025) 956 631 
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DR FUNG'S COMPUTER CENTRE 
Dr David Fung 

PO Box 27 014 

181-187 Victoria Street 

Wellington 

Ph (04) 856 734 


RALPH HILL ASSOCIATES 
Ralph Hill 

1 Bermer Road 

Belmont 

Lower Hutt 

Ph (04) 651 701 


BBC COMPUTERS 
Mike Rose 

21 Tamaki Street 
Nelson 

Ph (03) 548 6367 


AFTRON COMPUTER SERVICES 
Fred Frampton 

PO Box 12-228 

6 Lincoln Lane 

Christchurch 

Ph (03) 797 445 


SMALL BYTES COMPUTING 
Doug Neilson 

138 Perth Street 

Oamaru 

Ph (03) 434 8490 


BBC EDUCATION CENTRE 
Gio Angelo 

Lyndon McEntee 

Roslyn Village 

Dunedin 

Ph (03) 477 6685 


EDUCOMP 

Lyndon McEntee 
PO Box 255 

8 Kerwood Place 
Gore 

Ph (03) 208 7365 
Mobile (025) 324 540 
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USER GROUP MEETINGS or LOCAL CONTACTS 


AUCKLAND: 


North Shore: 


CHRISTCHURCH: 


HAWKES BAY: 


INVERCARGILL: 


NELSON: 


PALMERSTON NORTH: 


TAUPO: 
TAURANGA: 
TOKOROA: 


WAIKATO: 


WELLINGTON: 


OTHER CENTRES: 


BEEBLET 
PUBLISHED: 


CONTRIBUTIONS: 


ADVERTISING: 


2nd and 3rd Wednesday of each month at Social Club, 
Auckland Hospital, Grafton Road at 7.30pm. 

Contact Tony Krzyzewski (Pres), phone 267 6786. 

last Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm, 

Salvation Army Halli, Glenfield Road, Glenfield. 

Contact: Chris, phone 419 0543 (wk). 

fortnightly workshops, Monday 6.30pm at 

Hagley High School. phone Michael 358 2267. 

2nd Sunday 2.30pm, Taradale Primary School. 

Contact Ron: 844 4970, John: 844 5729 (librarian), 

Major: 844 7729, Mitch: 878 5395. 

Southland Education Centre, 70 Doon St. Contact 

Bob Evans, 217 3050 or Lyndon McEntee 208 7365. 
Contact: Mike Rose 548 6367, or Richard 544 8489. 

Phone Brian Knowles 357 9319. 

meetings irregular. Contact: David 378 4215 (h), 

378 5214 (wk), Lou 378 9309. 

Contact: Chris and Jane 65 076. 

1st Friday of month, 7.30pm, Tokoroa High School. 
Contacts: Don Fraser, 886 8813 

or Graeme Robertson, 886 5346, Tokoroa. 

first Monday of the month, 7.30pm, Royal NZ Foundation for 
the Blind, 51 Grey St., Hamilton. 

Contact: Lawrie 849 6434, Neil 827 3305. 

Third Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm, Epuni Community 
Centre, cnr Oxford Tce & Mitchell St, Lower. Hutt. 
Workshops: first Wednesday of month, St Bernard's School, 
40 Taft St, Brooklyn. For other details: ph. Peter 673 486 
or Tony 638 301. 

lat us know and we will publish details here. 


dependent upon contributions, mailed to financial 
members. A final decision regarding a particular issue is 
based on the material on hand on the fifteenth day of the 
month prior to publication. 

most welcome. Should be on disc. Please include details of 
file type (eg basic program, View) and a written explanation 
of any listing. 

No fixed charge is made for advertising. Deadlines as above. 


Copyright (c) BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP OF NZ INC. 


THE BBC/ACORN COMPUTER USER GROUP OF NZ INC, PO Box 9592, 


WELLINGTON 


Reproduced by SECURACOPY SERVICES LTD 


